
Key Terms for Chapter 3

abiotic (p. 57) 
aerobic respiration (p. 59) 
anaerobic respiration (p. 59) 
aquatic life zones (p. 56) 
atmosphere (p. 54) 
autotrophs (p. 58) 
biological community (p. 53) 
biomass (p. 62) 
biomes (p. 55) 
biosphere (p. 53) 
biotic (p. 57) 
carbon cycle (p. 67) 
carnivores (p. 59) 
chemosynthesis (p. 59) 
community (p. 53) 
consumers (p. 59) 
decomposers (p. 59) 
detritivores (p. 59) 
distribution (p. 53) 
ecological efficiency (p. 62) 
ecology (p. 52) 
ecosystem (p. 53) 
fermentation (p. 59) 
food chain (p. 61) 
food web (p. 62) 
genetic diversity (p. 53) 
gross primary productivity (GPP) (p. 64) 
habitat (p. 53) 
herbivores (p. 59) 
hydrologic (water) cycles (p. 65) 
hydrosphere (p. 55) 
limiting factor (p. 58) 
limiting factor principle (p. 58) 
natural greenhouse effect (p. 56) 
net primary productivity (NPP)  

(p. 64) 
nitrogen cycle (p. 68) 
nutrient (biogeochemical)  

cycles (p. 65) 
omnivores (p. 59) 
photosynthesis (p. 58) 
population (p. 52) 
primary consumers (p. 59) 
producers (p. 58) 
pyramid of energy flow (p. 62) 
range of tolerance (p. 57) 
secondary consumers (p. 59) 
species (p. 51) 
stratosphere (p. 54) 
sulfur cycle (p. 70) 
third and higher level  

consumers (p. 59) 

trophic level (p. 58) 
troposphere (p. 54)
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