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10th Grade Biology 2012
Honors Biology

Instructor:  Ms. Valerie Szeliga     Room 209

                   E-mail:  vszeliga@wssd.org
                   www.vszeligascienceweebly.com
Course Description:  The goal of the 10th grade Biology Course is to introduce students to the study of life and to provide a strong foundation in the knowledge of the life sciences.  Students will examine how life sustains itself by examining Biology from the chemical and cellular level.  Students will also examine the principles of DNA and Genetics, Gene Technology, Evolution, Classification of Organisms and other selected topics. Teaching Methods include but are not limited to: lecture, laboratory exercises, cooperative learning activities and research.
Textbook:  Modern Biology, Holt Rinehart and Winston. Inc. © 2002

Required Materials:  Students are expected to be prepared for class each day.  The following list of materials are needed for class.

Textbook

3-ring binder with looseleaf paper, dividers may be helpful (lots of supplemental handouts are given out)

pens, pencils etc.

colored pencils

Course Evaluation:  All student work will be graded and assigned a point value.  Point values will be determined on the weight or difficulty of the assignment.  Examples of point value ranges are as follows

Chapter Tests- 40% of grade
Projects/Lab Reports- 40% of grade
Homeworks/Quizzes/In class assignments/Participation-20%
Final Grade:   1st marking period -40%


             2nd marking period -40%

                        Final Exam Grade- 20% of final grade

Classroom Policies

Making Up Tests/Labs:   Students have 2 school days after the day of absence to make up tests, labs, or quizzes.  You may come at 5th block only to make up the assignment or with an arranged time with me.

Attendance: Students are expected to arrive promptly to class.  Penalties for tardiness may include grade point deductions or after school detentions, Absenteeism is the student’s responsibility and it is crucial that the student see the instructor for missed work. Frequent unexcused absences could also affect your class participation grade.  Students are encouraged to notify the instructor in advance if there will be extended absences.

Classroom Behavior: The environment of the classroom is dependent upon RESPECT.  That means respect towards other members of the class, towards the teacher, and last by not least, yourself.  RECIPROCITY of RESPECT is one value that is thoroughly stressed in this classroom.  All rules in the school handbook are expected to be upheld in the classroom.
Extra Help:  Help is ALWAYS available for students.  Students are encouraged to ask instructor for extra help if needed.  Please check to make sure of my availability during 5th block and after school.  
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Respect  Statement

All members of the school community are expected to be respectful of each other.

Negative comments about anyone’s race, nationality, religion, physical appearance or ability, intellectual capability, gender identity, sexual orientation, work ethic or character are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.

